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From Bhagavad-gita As It Is:

Life should be molded so that one will always 
have the chance to think of Krishna.

- Srila AC Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

(Purport to Chapter 18, text 65)

TERM 2 FOCUS: Lord Narasimhadev

TERM 2 Principle: t r u t h f u l n e s s

students pick up a new book and find themselves 

pleasantly surprised by how much they enjoy it. We 

encourage all parents to support their child/children 

in reaching their reading target. Remember all reading 

records must be uploaded by Friday 25 August.

NSW Premier’s 
Reading 
Challenge

The NSW Premier’s Reading 

Challenge kicked off this 

term for 2017 and our K-6 

students are once again 

taking the opportunity to 

increase their daily reading  

while at the same time 

being exposed to  a range 

of new authors previously 

unknown to them.

It’s wonderful to see 



Pre-K
By Mother Vaisnavi

This term our Pre-K students did many 

art and craft projects:  a lot of painting 

– dots and lines; Children made portraits 

of Jagannatha, Baladeva & Lady Subhadra 

leading up to the Brisbane Ratha Yatra 

using crayons;  Big box props used as caves 

and pillars (Lord Nrsimhadeva Pastimes);  

masks (different animals and Lord 

Nrsimhadeva masks on the appearance 

day of the Lord); Mother’s Day collage for 

mum; Panihati festival pot painting;  they 

made stuffed snakes (in socks – with a 

brief discussion on snakes:  Ananta Sesa, 

Agasura and Kaliya).

Our playdough area continued to be a very 

active area this term with children making 

birds eggs, fish for their play. Urmila 

Mataji’s ‘Gull’s Egg’ story inspired a lot of 

egg-making (baby chicken, dinosaurs).  The 

kitchen  ‘home area’ was also very active 

for both the boys and girls with family 

play. 

Your servant,

Vaisnavi d.d.

Above:  Children with their artworks 
(clockwise from top left) Suryani, Nakula, 
Gaura Priya & Sadhu
Left:  Samples of the childrens’ line and dot 
paintings.

Top:  Impressive masks  Above:  Artists in action Right:  The unending joys of a good cardboard box! 

Kindergarten
By Mother Mahesvari

During this second term the kindergarten 

students had a lot of achievements 

to celebrate.  They all became more 

confident learners and tried their very 

best in all areas of the curriculum. 

In Vaisnava studies our focus was 

Truthfulness and Lord Nrsimhadev. The 

students enjoyed hearing stories and 

discussing about the Lord and His great 

devotee Prahlad Maharaja.  Students 

also wrote a short prayer and colored in 

pictures of Lord Nrsimhadev.



Year 1 & 2
By Mother Premavati

This term the verse, “Anudvega Karam 

vakyam…” was used to teach lessons 

on Truthfulness, our term value.  The 

students engaged their varied drawing 

skills to serve the Lord, on the Panihati 

festival, by decorating pots.

Kindy continued ...

In English the students have started to 

blend words and read simple sentences 

during our Reading Mastery sessions.  

We are participating in the NSW 

Premier’s Reading Challenge (PRC) with 

most students’ results past the halfway 

goal.  K-2 students are required to read 

25 books from the PRC list as well as 

5 free choice books. We are trying our 

best to achieve this goal by reading to 

the students at school however parents 

are also welcome to borrow books from 

the library and read to their children at 

home. 

During our Maths sessions, students 

learn in a fun environment with 

manipulative resources.  We have 

completed some interesting measuring 

activities as well as collected data 

relating to everyday problems. Students 

are becoming more confident with their 

numeracy skills and solving problems. 

In Science through our unit entitled 

‘What’s it made of?’ students investigated 

various objects around the classroom 

and school environment. We have learnt 

about the properties of materials used 

to make different objects and finished 

the term with making and decorating a 

bird feeder.  

During Geography we studied a unit 

about places and their features. Students 

learnt about the importance of places 

relating to their family members and 

represented these locations on maps. 

We have also looked at Lord Krishna’s 

and Lord Caitanya’s appearance places 

and the locations of Their pastimes. As 

an end of term reward, the students 

of K-2 participated in an exciting and 

educational excursion at Tropical Fruit 

World. We had a fun day out and finished 

the term on a high!

Transport was the basis of our studies. 

This theme took us through all the 

subjects taught.  In History students 

compared “Then & Now” vehicles of 

land, air and water. In Geography, 

students researched various types of 

interesting modes of transport from 

various countries and located those 

countries on the map. They also looked 

at infrastructure and transport facilities.

In English lessons, students wrote 

expositions about transport. Part of our 

Vaisnava Studies also involved Transport 

too. We looked at how Lord Vishnu 

and His administrators move around 

using their animal mounts or carriers 

and considered some reasons for using 

specific animals as their mounts. The 

unit culminated with the students 

making a Vimana (flower celestial 

airplane) and a wheel of Karma. The 

students discussed and brainstormed 

ideas of what activities are conducive 

for devotees to move away from the 

Wheel of Karma to hopefully board a 

vimana at the end of their long lived 

life, by Guru and Gauranga’s mercy.

Above:  Panihati pots painted by Year 2 (left) 
and Year 1 (right)

Above:  Students very happy with their 
collective creation of the Vimana (middle)
Below:  The Wheel of Karma complete with 
hand drawn cars, skateboards, cars, airplanes, 
trucks, a railway track and a bike as part of our 
transport theme.

Above:  Bela drawing on digi board, Nadia and  
Lalita with spinning top, Rishi and Darshan 
practising numbers and Narayan practising 
letter sounds



Year 3 & 4
By Mother Candramukhi

This term the Year 3/4 students have 

settled into a very nice learning routine. 

Our focus has been Lord Nrsimhadeva 

and the glories of Prahlad Maharaja, 

as well as the virtue of Truthfulness. 

Students explored the details of 

Prahlad’s birth and the importance and 

potency of Sri Guru. I has happy to see 

the children consider the character 

of Prahlad Maharaja and contemplate 

how they can be like him in their daily 

lives. They also looked in depth at the 

instructions he gave his demonic friends 

and thought about how they could share 

Krsna consciousness with someone they 

know.

Meditation on the Lord’s protection was 

a constant theme, as we discussed Lord 

Nrsimhadeva’s appearance, the various 

obstacles Prahlad had to face and an 

exploration of the pastimes of Dhruva 

Maharaja and Gajendra the Elephant. 

Students learnt the “Chanting” song, 

about the story of Prahlad and how 

he chanted the names of the Lord and 

gained His  constant protection. Year 

3/4 performed this beautifully along 

with the Year 5/6 class at the temple on 

Nrsimha Caturdasi.

The students listened to many 

stories and engaged in role play and 

discussions about what Truthfulness is 

and how we can act with integrity and 

honesty in various situations within the 

classroom, playground, bus and other 

places. Each week we explored different 

1 & 2 continued ...

Above:  Our Year 1-2 Teacher Aid, Mother 
Lakshmi. So nice to look in through the 
window and see such a bright smiling face in 
the classroom!

And of course to finish off the term, 

Transport was, again, the fun factor at 

the Tropical Fruit World. Students had 

the opportunity to board road, rail and 

water vehicles of transport and indeed 

we all had an enormous amount of fun! Top:  
Exploring 
“The heart 
beat of music”

Left:  
Transport 
posters by 
Damayanti 
(Y1) and 
Varshana (Y2) 
and writing 
piece by 
Annabella 
(Y2) 

 Above: A very impressive giant sandcastle 
group construction by the Year 3-4 students

Top: The students take turns in leading 
morning arati.  Above left: Shivani and Jai 
with some of the students’ floating shapes 
experiment.   Above right: Annabella and 
Atreya posing in the art room with one of our 
new objects from the music department. A 
guitar broke so we will use it in our collection 
of still life objects.

Below:  Nandu, Jai, Bodhi and Atreya with their 
science experiment



them, the origin of plastic and the need 

to recycle as well as water wastage and 

pollution. 

In art this term with Mother Gopapatni 

students explored the subject of insects 

and their importance in nature, which 

offered them the opportunity to consider 

real and imagined creatures in their 

artmaking. They looked at insects in 

the garden then creatively transformed 

their ideas from 2-dimensional drawings 

of insects into 3-dimensional mythical 

beings using wire, fibre and fabric. 

They also had a lot of fun making clay 

sculptures. The structure and movement 

of these 3-dimensional creatures 

was emphasised and students were 

encouraged to create new and original 

creatures that suggest the creative 

power of Lord Brahma in the creation 

of the material world. The children 

also explored the presence of mythical 

creatures in artworks from different 

times and cultures and appreciated 

their meaning and purpose within these 

cultures.

In Science, Mother Sudevi took the 

students through a unit on Forces, 

looking at what constitutes a ‘force’ 

and the many types of forces, then 

from Gravity to the different types of 

Friction, and finally to Magnetism and 

the Earths’ Magnetic Field. Many hands 

on experiments were included along the 

way to aide students’ understanding 

which the students really enjoyed.

Overall it was a great term. It’s now the 

middle of the year and I look forward 

to seeing how the students progress 

in their academics and devotional 

understanding in the second half of the 

year!

Lord Nrsimhadeva
His face is as gentle as a kitten.
His smile is as sweet as nectar.
His hands are as tough as bricks.
His arms are as strong as columns.
His legs are as long as trees.
His fingers are as sharp as daggers.
Heart is as pure as gold.
His stare is as persistent as a lion.
His voice is as deep as the sea.
His laugh is as loud as crackling thun-
der.

By Bala (Y4)

Above:  During Athletics 
training with Mother 
Ragalekha, the students 
practised long jump, shot 
put and discus. Here Gopal 
leaps further than his 
previous best.

Left:  Understanding maths
concepts through tessellating patterns

Below:  The pastime of little Nimai stealing the 
Brahmana’s offerings, by Kenneth (Y4)

scenarios and discussed how we could 

best respond in those situations with 

integrity.

In English students continued the 

Reading Mastery, Spelling Mastery and 

Stars Comprehension programs. They 

further refined their persuasive writing 

then focused on informative writing, 

learning the difference between fact and 

opinion, research and note-taking skills, 

and how to turn their research notes into 

paragraphs then a whole information 

report. This piece involved researching 

and writing about a natural resource (a 

topic from Geography), explaining what 

it is used for, whether its renewable 

or non-renewable, how its use effects 

the environment, and what sustainable 

practices can be implemented in regards 

to this resource.

In Geography the children studied 

Sustainability, exploring a variety of 

natural resources Mother Earth provides 

to sustains us, and how the environment 

is actually provided to us by Lord 

Krishna, so we must take care of it. 

They investigated renewable and non-

renewable resources, fossil fuels vs solar 

power and wind power, the cutting down 

of trees and the importance of replacing 

Adjacent:  
The students 
love 
practising 
mrdanga 
and it 
is really 
enlivening 
our morning 
arati



In Year 3-4 this term students worked 

on 3D pieces about insects, discovering 

elements of form and and how they 

could apply their techniques to 

Primary School Visual Art 
with Mother Gopapatni

Teaching Visual Art to our students in 

Years 1-6 of the junior school is a joy 

and privilege with students offering 

inspiration and generally keeping me 

in a state of awe with their wonderful 

enthusiasm and freedom of expression.

We spent a bit of time experimenting with 

different styles of self portraiture seeing 

the students work with photocopies of 

photographs of themselves as well as 

working with clay, which they all appear 

to adore. Ode to have a kiln with which 

to fire all of these lovely creations.

There were a lot of pipe cleaners 

distributed with the Year 1-2 students 

discovering all sorts of things to be 

made with them.  I love the art room 

and never more than when students 

are having fun discovering different 

processes with which to create. I am 

grateful for the facility we have and look 

forward to next term with these dear 

little lovelies.

elaborate on imagined creatures and the 

places these creatures might reside in. 

We used boxes to create worlds in which 

these creatures could live and of course, 

all sorts of things manifested with all 

of the elements we were using. All up, 

the term was a fun filled experience 

with a quick nod to the Young Archie 

competition that some of the students 

were able to enter. Next year I am hoping 

that parents take up the opportunity 

to enter the works of their children to 

this competition as it appears there 

was a restriction to the numbers we 

could enter as a school. We will send 

home more information about it when 

competition time comes round again in 

2018.  

Above:  A hive of creative activity in the art room  Right:  Toshan
Below:  Vamana

recorded history, and wrote an in depth 

explanation of tsunamis. 

In science, apart from tsunamis and 

earthquakes, the students also learnt 

about volcanic eruptions and droughts. 

As students continued in their geography 

unit, they learnt about bushfires and 

floods (which also related to our science 

unit in natural disasters) including 

prevention and preparation strategies. 

Zoning laws were explored and how 

technology, environment, people, mining 

and farming shape places and lifestyles. 

In mathematics, I wanted to highlight 

the fact that some of the students are 

developing very impressive problem 

Year 5 & 6
By Mother Kamalini

Hare Krsna Dear Parents and Friends! 

All glories to Srila Prabhupada!

Here we are again at the end of another 

fruitful term. Students have been 

working very hard this term, and I am 

proud to see that most students are 

taking their studies seriously. They 

are like inspirational little scholars, 

preparing for the rigours of high school.

This term we focused on the pastimes 

of Lord Nrsimhadeva and Prahlada 

Maharaja. Students then wrote beautiful 

poems, many of them in rhymed 

verse, which were very impressive. 

The pillar of religion we looked at was 

truthfulness. Students discussed and 

explored what it means to be truthful, 

why to be truthful, and how to practice 

truthfulness in different contexts. 

During out English lessons we have 

been reading a novel called “King of the 

Wind”. During the study of this novel 

students explored literary devices such 

as personification and similes, and 

discussed characters and plot and how 

the author creates certain effects. 

Early on in the term our writing tasks 

were centred around persuasive texts 

and narratives in preparation for 

NAPLAN. Other writing tasks students 

engaged in were related to our science 

unit on Natural disasters. Students 

researched and wrote an information 

report on the 5 biggest earthquakes in 

Above:  Students gave superb performances for 
their end of term drama assessments



solving skills. The whole class 

engaged in a unit on problem solving 

in preparation for NAPLAN and this 

topic has been linked throughout 

other content areas. I have included 

an example of the kinds of real world 

problems students have been working 

on with excellent use of formula recall. 

Highlights to look forward to next term:

Many devotional celebrations with Lord 

Balarama’s appearance day, Janmastami 

and Radhastami!! The athletics carnival 

is coming up in early term 3 so students 

are encouraged to get additional 

practice in the areas of sprinting and long 

jump in the holiday break!

The Premier’s Reading Challenge is still 

running. Many students are on track to 

complete the Challenge and I encourage 

everyone to keep reading their reading 

in the holidays to meet the deadline in 

August and reach the target.

To celebrate National Book Week and the 

end of the Premier’s Reading Challenge, 

our school will hold a book parade 

on Friday 25 August. Students will be 

dressing up as a character from a book 

and giving presentations too!

A great Semester 1 and I look forward to 

Semester 2!

Happy holidays everyone

Your servant, Kamalini

Left:  Conducting some very active erupting 
volcano experiments.  Jahnavi, Vrinda and 
Danakeli Above: Kenneth (Y4), Bala (Y4), Gopal 
(Y5), Janu (Y5) at the NCIS Cross Country in 
Ballina. A great performance by all students!

Hare Krishna dear Parents and 

Community Members,

ENGLISH 
Years 7-8
In English, the 7-8 students started 

the term with preparation for their 

NAPLAN exam. Following NAPLAN, the 

students dived into a close study of 

the book “Parvana” by Deborah Ellis as 

part of their non-fiction unit. The book 

was much appreciated in the classroom 

as it was easy to read while the story 

line was very engaging. “Parvana” was 

a novel about a young girl in war-torn 

Afghanistan who had to dress as a boy 

in order to earn a living for her family. 

The students participated wonderfully 

in reading the book together in 

class and later created a written and 

video book review. They were filmed 

reviewing the book and the videos 

will be uploaded on YouTube shortly. 

Overall, the 7-8 English students are 

a wonderful group who participate 

actively and consistently in all class 

activities. Well done 7-8!

Years 9-10
In the 9-10 class, the first 4 weeks of 

the term was spent preparing for the 

half-yearly exams. Students practiced 

narrative and persuasive writing, 

particularly focusing on the aspects 

of characterisation in narratives, and 

producing cohesive arguments in 

persuasive texts. The year 9 students 

sat their first half-yearly exams and we 

are proud of them for doing well. After 

the exams, the students engaged in their 

non-fiction unit through a close study 

of the book “Tomorrow When the War 

Began” which is a well-known Australian 

novel. Furthermore, students engaged in 

creating their own fictional characters 

that became part of the novel. The goal 

was to create credible characters whose 

complex personality would add to the 

excitement of the novel. The 9-10 English 

students are studious and thoughtful, and 

it is always a pleasure to be with them in 

the class. 

Year 11
The studious students of the year 11 

English class have worked very hard this 

term. Their half-yearly exam mirrored the 

HSC Paper 1 exam in order to give the 

students an insight into and preparation 

for what is awaiting them in a years’ time. 

The focus concept of study was ‘journeys’ 

and the students engaged in various text 

analysis through the lens of journeys. 

They wrote creative texts and essays on 

the topic of journey. After the exams, 

the students engaged in a close study of 

Maya Angelou’s poems. They read and 

analysed her poems thoroughly, focusing 

on structure, rhythm, idea development, 

language devices, and more. One more 

term and the year 11 students will start 

their HSC. It is inspiring to see how many 

of them take their studies seriously and 

put consistent effort into improving their 

BSG HIGH SCHOOL



,
literacy skills, while broadening their 

knowledge and understanding even 

further. Well done year 11!

SCIENCE
Earth and Space were our focus for 

term two in Science. 

Years 7-8 looked into different 

types of rocks and also into the 

environmental impact of the mining 

industry. The latest sustainability 

models put economy at the service of 

society, and society at the service of 

the whole environment; a more mode-

of-goodness approach to living in our 

world.

Years 9 and 10 studied the modern 

scientific view of the inner Earth and 

different geological phenomena. They 

researched what makes eathquakes 

more or less destructive by studying 

the 2010-11 Christchurch earthquakes. 

All Science classes also explored the 

modern and Vedic perspective of the 

Universe and different phenomena 

like seasons and tides. They wrapped 

up the term making their own borax 

and copper sulphate crystals. Some 

pretty cool shapes came out!

PDHPE
7-10 GIRLS
After successfully completing their 

salsa course in term 1, the students got 

together in groups and developed their 

own dance routine to a song of choice. 

It was a fun and entertaining task that 

resulted in some cool dance moves and 

an uplifting mood. It was amazing to 

witness the students working so nicely 

together, as the dancing aspect helped 

them develop positive emotions and a 

sense of happiness through movement. 

A big focus this term was on understanding 

mental health. The students engaged in 

discussions and activities that helped 

them develop skills in meditation, 

breathing and reflection – all aiming at 

helping them understand their emotions 

and thoughts, while allowing them to 

positively deal with challenges they may 

face.

All years 7-11 students participated in a 

workshop developed by Krishna Prema 

Mataji, the head of our school chaplaincy 

program  which aimed at developing even 

further tools for dealing with stress and 

anxiety. Through the study of the PDH 

Years 9 & 10

Community and Family Studies
with Mother Syama Sakhi

Year 11
In CAFS, the students continued to be 

active and engaged in the classroom. 

After finishing the study of the core unit 

on Resource Management, the students 

engaged in the second core unit on 

Individuals and Groups. We learned 

about various aspects of wellbeing within 

groups, reasons for groups formation, 

leadership within groups, research 

methodology, and more. The students 

watched the film “The Stanford Prison 

Experiment” which was based on a true 

story. After watching the film, students 

analysed aspects of leadership through 

the film. The year 11 students also spent 

an afternoon in the preK-2 classes where 

they were observing the social behaviour 

of the young students while creating 

sociograms.  It was a fun and highly 

engaging task and the students seem to 

have a keen interest in observation and 

research. Well done CAFS students!

program, the students develop a firm 

understanding of themselves and 

Design & Technology
with Leonardo Prabhu

Year 11

In term 2, senior students have 

been looking into how wasteful our 

industrial way of life is, and how we can 

transform waste into valuable items 

through up-cycling. We have some 

creative and bold projects coming 

up, and for now we leave you with a 

collection of beautiful semi-minimalist 

lamp designs begun in Term 1 and 

completed this term.

Sastra
with Madhavendra Puri Prabhu

Year 7-8

The 7 and 8s have been doing loads 

of engaging activities in Sastra this 

term, including presentations, and lots 

of Q&A.  Students are showing more 

and more interest in the Scriptures in 

class, especially in the stories.  As a 

class we created a bucket list of Srimad 

Bhagavatam stories, and as we moved 

through the list it naturally generated 

more stories.  



Bhakti Sastri
with Madhavendra Puri Prabhu

Year 9-10
The 9 and 10s Bhakti Sastri class has 

gone through more than half of the 

Bhagavad Gita this semester!  The main 

aim of this run through is to really 

emphasise what Krishna is speaking 

to Arjuna, in a very real and practical 

sense.  Rather than extracting abstract 

concepts, through over-interpretation, 

students have the chance to really 

read and express the direct words 

of the Gita.  Themes have included: 

true renunciation through one’s duty, 

to always do the right thing in all 

circumstances, to be responsible for 

your actions, the true nature of the 

soul, and seeing Krishna in the world. 

Students even delved into concepts 

in the Bhagavad Gita which are so 

confidential that Krishna states that 

there is no need to know anything else!

Biology
with Madhavendra Puri Prabhu

Year 11

In Year 11 Biology students have been 

working hard this term to learn the 

categorisation, process, and origins of 

the evolution theory.  Students were 

encouraged to analyse the validity of 

theories and how much faith basis is 

required to sustain them.  

Studies of Religion
with Madhavendra Puri Prabhu

Year 11

In Year 11 Studies of Religion students 

have been focusing on Christianity this 

term, and early Australian religious 

influence (primarily from the time of the 

first fleet up until the early 20th century).  

Students have been constructing a 

detailed timeline and glossary to show 

the socio-religious landscape of Australia 

today, through its early roots.  Next term 

will be their final term, and we will be 

focusing on Islam, and ancient religions.

Commerce Year 9-10 and 
Business Year 11
with Vinod Bihari Prabhu

Our commerce students in Years 9 and 

10 are continuing on their journey of 

discovering the aspects of life that we 

might face either unprepared, or need 

to learn about on spot. We’ve been 

analysing the intricacies of different 

insurance policies and appreciating the 

importance of excess and exclusions, 

the pluses and minuses of borrowing, 

the differences between debit and credit 

cards, fixed and variable expenses and 

so many other topics that can help to 

make wise decisions in the adult life. 

Some of the most excited looks we had 

when we’ve learnt a few tricks of using 

excel for budgeting and understanding 

the interest rates. “Wow” was often an 

expression amongst the students when 

Food Technology
with Mother Gopapatni

Year 9-10

Food Technology has been wonderful 

with students exhibiting an incredible 

commitment and creativity to the art 

of cooking and catering to the whole 

group’s needs. I feel the students 

displayed a real sense of community in 

they discovered the amount of interest 

charged in some of the “very attractive” 

long term payment plans in the market.

Business studies students, on the 

other hand, extended their classroom 

learning into a real hands-on experience 

by conducting interviews with the local 

business owners and developing an 

objective understanding of the need 

to set business goals, the differences 

between various management styles, 

the details of the operations, marketing, 

human resources and finances.

Adjacent: Food 
technology 
students 
serving out their 
preparations 
after a cooking 
assessment 
task. They did 
well and served 
what can only 
be compared 
to a feast. There 
were doughnuts 
as well , unseen 
here.
Right: Radhika 
with fresh pizzas!

our cooking classes and look forward to 

another term of cooking with them.

Above: Kalindi (Y10), Shakti (Y9)
Happy chefs = great cooking!



Visual Art
with Mother Gopapatni

Years 7-8

Years 7 and 8 students are varied in 

their approach to the act of creation 

with some quite experimental 

approaches, while some are more skill-

base orientated. It is interesting to see 

the variety of processes in one room 

and I only wish we had an enormous 

studio to facilitate some of the students 

quite active approach to visual art. 

It’s a whole body affair for some, but 

most of all it’s often a collaborative 

approach with a synergy in the group 

that has me see bonds develop which 

will serve these students for life.

Early adolescence is a difficult 

time for some and the possibility 

of experiencing some freedom of 

expression in the art room can offer 

so much to these students. I hope they 

come to see the ethos of freedom of 

expression and group collaboration as 

the powerful tools that are facilitating 

their future adult selves.   

Top:  Years 9-10 
deeply absorbed in 
portraiture

Above:  Year 7-8 
collaborative sewing  
project

Right  Shakti 
experimenting with 
print making

Adjacent 
series: Year 
7-8 Students 
working on 
the various 
stages of 
their Ancient 
Egypt board 
games which 
included clay 
board pieces. 

Years 9-10

Years 9-10 art elective students 

have worked hard and consistently 

to produce intriguing and visually 

satisfying works this term. The mood 

in the art room is invigorating and as 

far as I am concerned, is akin to a slice 

of heaven. These students interrogate 

procedures and develop their skills 

with freedom and facility. It has been 

a joy to be in the art room with these 

students this last term.  

Above:  Surabhi painting a pot for the 
Panihati festival at the temple (Kalindi also 
assisted with the painting)

History
with Mother Gopapatni

Years 7-8

Years 7 and 8 studied Ancient Egypt and 

touched on Ancient Greece this term. 

It was interesting to see the different 

interpretations of their acquired 

knowledge put into the creation of game 

boards, which the students completed 

with enthusiasm.

Some students claim that history is not 

interesting or important, but I encourage 

students to consider that history assists 

us to further understand our present 

environment and more importantly, 

assists us to help create the future we all 

deserve.  A future in which all have the 

opportunity to discover their place in the 



world and their relationship with the 

Supreme. Without history, how would 

we know of Krishna, how would we 

know of anything? Story telling is an 

important part of human development 

and what is history but the art of story 

telling. 

 
History

Years 9-10 have had the opportunity 

to better understand our present 

world by learning if its origins in the 

industrial revolution learning of the 

human and environmental cost that 

is involved with our technologically 

developed world. We move on to WWI 

which offers a foundation in the study 

of the human urge to conquer and 

control. These topics provide insights 

into human nature, which can only 

assist in the art of self discovery and 

the discover of the self’s relationship 

to the supreme person. 

Modern History
with Mother Gopapatni

Year 11 Modern History has been a real 

joy this term as the students exhibit 

genuine inquiry into the fascinating 

events of that make up modern 

history.  Students learnt about the first 

inkling of rebellion in India against the 

colonization of the British. It was a 

time in history that Srila Prabhupada 

was a part of and offers a fascinating 

insight, again, into human nature. 

Left: 
Nandu (Y7)
and Mallini 
(Y8) working 
on their 
Ancient 
Egyptian 
History board 
game which 
students 
created in 
groups.  

Music
with Phalguna Krishna Prabhu
and Mother Mohini Murti

Years 7-8

This term we observed the natural 

penchant of the collective classroom 

to entice the students to use their own 

enthusiasm for music as a means to 

enhance the enjoyment of the 7/8 music 

curriculum. The junior class is overall 

very gifted and naturally advanced with 

evident musicality including rhythm, 

harmony, memory and discipline. Within 

this term the class explored the nuance 

of the beautiful Dorian scale solo with 

extended harmonies inserted to explore 

a contemporary version of the Brahma 

Samita. We also touched on Gauravani’s 

“Surrender”, as well as several mainstream 

student favourites including Ed Sheeran, 

The Black Eye Peas, Justin Timberlake and 

Alyssa Cara. 

Students are given the opportunity to 

collectively vote on contemporary pieces 

of their own choice to learn. This provides 

a structured environment for students to 

Left: Anjali and 
Yamuna on 
keyboard (Y7)
 
Year 7 boys being 
introduced to 
drumming with 
Radha Madhava 
Prabhu

Right : Design Tech 
projects 

explore their favourite conventional 

radio hits, gently addresses  their 

natural youthful curiosity and 

independent thinking all the while 

learning more advanced musical 

concepts which will serve then as they 

develop in musical maturity. 

Year 11

Our Year 11 students are exceptional as 

they are already attempting advanced 

studies and applying themselves 

to deeper and more complex 

contemporary music including jazz 

and Latin jazz. They are being exposed 

to all the church modes and have been 

exploring advanced chord and melodic 

structure. With this progression, by 

the end of their studies they should 

be quite fluent in the universal music 

language which they can apply in kirtan 

or commercial genres while meeting 

with NESA assessment requirements.

Design & Technology
with Govinda Caran Prabhu
Years 7-8

This term students designed and built a 

perfect house which will make it cooler 

in summer, without using high cost air 

conditioning and warm in winter without 

using a heating system. Students began 

with research on how people in different 

parts of the world build houses that are 

compatible with their climates. They 

looked at mud brick houses, Bedouin 

tents, igloo homes, traditional Indian 

houses and Srila Prabhupada’s bhajan 

kuthir and discussed the various methods 

of design, construction and suitability to 

purpose and climate.

taking shape. Gita (Y7)  Below: Nitai B (Y7)

(Y7), Bhavya (Y7), Anjali (Y7) and Yamuna (Y7)



Then they used “Home Sweet” and 

Sketch up 3D software to create their 

designs then worked in groups to 

draw their plans on a A2 paper. Once 

the plans were tweaked and insulation 

was chosen students  began to build 

their designs using pine timber, 

plastic and mdf sheets. They further 

developed their skills with the hand 

saw, cordless drill, hammer, glue gun, 

knife, ruler, pencil etc. 

In Conclusion

It has been a great honour to witness 

the students’ growth and development 

this term. Our youngest, the 7-8 

students, are settling in well into the 

High School environment, while the 

older students in year 9, 10 and 11 are 

leading by example. 

It is also always beneficial to remind 

ourselves of the wonderful and 

blessed opportunity to study in a 

devotee environment, which offers 

spiritual, emotional, and personal 

support to the students. The mood 

of the students is great as they have 

developed deep and meaningful 

  

if you would like to raise an item to 

be included for discussion at the 

next P&C meeting, please email 

admin@krishnaschool.nsw.edu.au

friendships where they look after one 

another. One overarching aspect that 

keeps amazing us all is to see how every 

student is accepted for who they are. 

Consequently, the students are learning 

about themselves and the world in a safe 

and caring environment that offers a 

meaningful and relevant education, and 

awesome friendships to cherish for the 

rest of their lives. 

Last but not least, we’d also like to thank 

all the parents who have come for the 

parent-teacher interviews in order to 

show support for the education of their 

children. The partnership between the 

teachers and parents is one of the most 

important aspects of successful and 

effective education and we are all happy 

to serve the young generation of devotees 

together with you. 

Upcoming Mayapur Pilgramage 2017

It is with great pleasure and excitement 

that we announce plans for a trip with 

our High School students during Term 

4, to one of the most beautiful places in 

India, the spiritual capital of the world - 

Sridham Mayapur! The Gurukula provides 

many unique opportunities and the 

most important is that all students are 

encouraged and guided to think beyond 

the realm of this material world and 

find courage and inspiration in pursuing 

a balanced life guided by a spiritual 

purpose. It is with this sincere meditation 

that we would like to offer this trip to the 

students. More information will follow as 

details of the trip are confirmed.

Top: Dhriti Mataji  and Middle: 
Sananda Mataji, not only cooking 
and serving wonderful Ekadasi 
prasadam for our students and 
teachers, but with gigantic beautiful 
smiles. Thank you so much!!!
Above: Our lucky students from 3-6 
enjoying Ekadasi prasadam.
 

As part of the school’s endeavours to 

promote a love of reading in our children, 

National Book Week will be celebrated on 

Friday 25 August with the Gurukula Book 

Day.

Many parents may be able to remember 

making all kinds of wild and wonderful 

costumes for Book Day when they were 

growing up and we know kids today still 

love dressing up and going to school in 

something more creative than their daily 

uniform.

Now is your chance to have fun again 

creating costumes with your kids and 

joining them on the day. There will be 

awards for students who completed the 

NSW Premier’s Reading Challenge as well 

as for best costume and best story re-

telling 



Reminders for Parents:
•	 All school fees are payable in advance prior 

to the start of each term. When paying 

online, please specify your surname and 

Parent ID in the  payment reference so we 

may identify your payment.

•	 Please note that any mobile phones are to 

be handed in by the students to the teacher 

each morning, so they can be locked up for 

security during the school day.

•	 We ask that you please notify the office asap 

of any changes to your contact details.

•	 If your child is late for school, please send 

an explanatory note with your child. If your 

child is sick or absent, please telephone the 

school and leave a message.

•	 Sports shoes must be worn for all physical 

activities.

•	 If your child is to be picked up after school by 

someone other than a parent, it is essential 

that you either telephone the school or 

provide a signed note to the office with the 

details.

•	 Please remember to send a drink bottle plus 

veggies or fruit for Crunch & Sip. (Pre K, K-2). 

Students without drink bottles tend to 

drink FAR less water.

•	 We encourage the involvement of all 

parents in the education of their children. 

If  you would like to engage in some seva or 

would like to meet with your child’s teacher, 

please contact the Gurukula office.

    For regular updates please visit
www. krishnaschool.nsw.edu.au  or fb: www.facebook.com/krishnaschool.australia

INSPIRATION   DEDICATION   REALISATION

17 July – Term 3 starts
7 Aug - Balaram Purnima (no school)
15 Aug - Sri Janmastami (no school)
16 Aug - Srila Prabhupada’s Vysa Puja
25 Aug - Gurukula Book Day
28 Aug - Sri Radhastami (no school)
21 Sept - Pandavas Sports Carnival
                   and last day of Term 3

Term 4 starts 9 October

Term 3
Important Dates For Your Calendar

Above:  The beautiful face behind the voice on 
the phone Monday, Wednesday and Fridays.
Sri Hari Bhakti Mataji lights up the office, is a 
cherished pillar of our admin team and when 
needed, is always ready with bandaids and 
sweet words of wisdom and guidance.


