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GURUKULA NEWS
Term 1 2018

In the transcendental loving service of the Lord, it 
doesn’t matter whether we are working, cooking, 
painting, writing, chanting, or whatever, they are 

all the same. There are no such distinctions of 
higher and lower on the transcendental platform. 
The important thing is that we are engaging our 

time and energy in the service of the Lord.

- Srila Prabhupada letter Feb 26 1968

TERM 1 FOCUS: Lord CHAITANYA MAHAPRABHU

TERM 1 Principle: COM PA S S IO N

who have been gradually working toward 

increasing their spiritual practice and 

commitments over the last few years.

The community gathered for the 

ceremony to express their support and 

love for the new initiates, and offer 

Congratulating our senior girls 
as new disciples of 
His Holiness Indradyumna 
Swami

It is with great honour and happiness that 

we share the news that three students 

at the Bhaktivedanta Swami Gurukula 

recently took serious commitments in 

their spiritual life by accepting a spiritual 

master and taking their first initiation.

During the Sacred Sound Retreat, 

His Holiness Indradyumna Swami 

gave initiation to Premanjali dasi, 

Rasamandali dasi and Tulsi-manjari dasi, continued P.18 



controlled by the mind) on which Lord 

Rama travelled when he returned 

to Ayodhya.  The children became 

familiar with the properties of 

fireworks (what it sounds like, looks 

like and feels like).  

As part of our big class project to make 

a Dasavatar (10 Primary incarnations 

of Krishna) booklet, the students all 

completed beautiful artworks on the 

Matsya incarnation.  

For Maths, we have been learning how 

to count on our fingers and about 

simple number patterns. 

This term the children were greatly 

Pre-K
By Mother Vaisnavi

Our 2018 Pre-K students are Suryani, 

Gaura Priya, Ishaya, Gauri, Jamuna, Marley, 

Madhurika.

Our classroom is always full of fun play 

activities and creativity. Through this we 

weave Krishna concscious topics and lay 

the foundations for learning all of the core 

subjects beginning in Kindergarten. 

During Term 1 the children participated 

in activities and lessons focussed on 

compassion (kindness) and cleanliness. 

They also learnt about various personalities 

such as Lord Caitanya and Hanuman.

For Literacy, Health and Sastra:  We learnt 

about ourselves (half portrait, My family) 

and ‘How to keep the body clean?’.

When we discussed  ‘How do we clean the 

heart [inside]? some of the replies from the 

children were  “Eating prasadam luglus” 

and “chant Hare Krishna” and then ‘We 

show kindness to animals’ [spirit souls], 

by “chanting Hare Krishna”. 

The children listened to pastimes of 

Narada Muni (how he showed kindness to 

the animals and Mrgrari the hunter) and 

produced lovely artworks related to this 

theme.

We made Lord Rama’s bow and other 

figures such as a bird, turtle, etc) in clay 

and will continue our claywork project in 

Term 2 by painting and stringing the bow.

We each crafted a Vimana (aeroplane 

Below clockwise from left: Ishaya’s Vamana; 
Clay bow by Gaura Priya; Gauri and Suryani 
exploring patterns; everyone working on clay 
projects and fun times drawing together.

interested in animals, [‘spirit souls’ as 

some of them like to say] born from 

eggs.   We also had lessons on changing 

clothes and changing bodies.

We  also learnt about animals born live 

and about the 4 phase life cycle of a 

butterfly.

Thank you everyone for a wonderful 

term.

Above:  Gaura Priya, Jamuna, Suryani, 
Marley and Gauri drawing their half-
portraits
Below:  Butterfly lifecycle by each student

Above L to R: Jamuna showing animals born live and animals born out of eggs; Half portrait by 
Marley; Narada Muni, by Suryani

Left: Matsya 
colouring in, 
by Madhurika



Kindergarten
By Mother Mahesvari

We had an exciting, fun-filled first 

term in the Kindergarten classroom. 

The students are nicely settled into the 

daily routine and all have participated 

enthusiastically throughout the term. 

Our term value was Compassion and 

our focus was Lord Caitanya. We read 

stories and discussed about the Lord 

and His early pastimes and the students 

completed many colouring in pages 

of Nimai. They also  learnt the ‘vanca 

kalpa’ pranam verse just by listening and 

repeating word by word every day.

 We also started to learn and explain the 

meaning of the Brahma samhita verse ‘ 

Isvarah parama krsna’ and  students 

were introduced to the ‘dehino smin’ 

verse.  

In English the students are progressing 

Above left to right:  Ram Vijay, Nalayani an Tahlia. Opposite:  Up close with snakes; the sweetness 
of cuddling baby chicks and riding in the minature train at the Macadamia Castle.

steadily through our Reading Mastery 

Program, learning many sounds and 

starting to blend words. We read many 

books including interactive ones on 

our white board and will focus on titles 

from the the NSW Premier’s Reading 

Challenge next term.

Students also engaged with the many 

educational toys available in our 

classroom during their free play time. 

They particularly enjoyed threading 

letters, matching letter puzzles, making 

words with blocks and magnets etc. 

Mathematics lessons are always fun. 

The students have been learning 

Mathematical skills and strategies 

through play with the many hands 

on resources available. We regularly 

watched  various number and counting 

songs on our digital board and the 

students especially liked the songs 

which gave them an opportunity to move 

around while counting. Their favourite 

educational toys are the connecting 

blocks, number bingo, farm animals and 

counters. 

During our History unit we learnt about 

families and family structures. Students 

investigated who the people in their 

family are and how they are related to 

each other. We also read stories about 

Lord Krishna and Lord Caitanya’s 

families and childhood pastimes. 

In our Science unit, ‘Needs of Living 

Things’ students investigated what 

our basic needs are to survive. We 

also looked at some native Australian 

animals and their basic needs. We 

concluded that some needs are the same 

for all (like water and air) but some 

needs vary depending on the species 

(food and shelter).

During our Personal Development and 

Health lessons we learnt about how to 

be kind and compassionate in different 

contexts.  Students had the opportunity 

to brainstorm and share ideas about 

how to treat everyone with respect 

and be caring towards others. It was 

designed to develop positive attitudes 

and core values in the classroom relating 

to kindness. We acted out conflicting 

scenarios and found solutions for 

everyday issues like sharing toys and 

playing cooperatively with each other. 

On the last day of term, we went on a 

fun and educational excursion to the 

Macadamia Castle with the 1-2 class. 

Students got ‘up close and personal’ 

with farm and native animals. The 

younger students especially enjoyed 

their cuddles with the baby chicks. 

We also had a train ride around the 

property and played at the tree house 

playground after lunch. We all agreed, it 

was a great way to finish the term.

I am very pleased with all the progress 

that the students have made up until 

now and looking forward to more fun 

learning in term 2!

Adjacent: Colouring in
Krishna’s parents by 
Balarama

Right: Boys on the train - 
Lennox, Rishi, Sadhu and 
Balarama



Year 1 & 2
By Mother Premavati

This term the highlight was performance 

of the bhajan “Sri Krsna Chaitanya 

Prabhu daya Karo More…”  Students 

and parents alike were very ecstatic. The 

students have also been rehearsing the 

action play/ dance to be performed for 

Lord Nrsinhadeva’s Appearance Day. 

This term the value of Compassion was 

exhibited through appreciation of a 

wonderful teacher, Mother Yasoda, who 

passed away recently. She was very much 

part of the students’ life. The students 

had the opportunity to show kindness 

by singing the prayers of Sri Nrsinha jay 

Nrsinha… for the wellbeing of her soul. 

They also appreciated her qualities in 

terms of what they saw, heard and felt 

and expressed it in an acrostic poem. 

The most encouraging thing was the 

students’ gratitude for someone who 

helped them in their educational and 

spiritual journey.

These feelings were embedded into our 

studies of Values and English writing. 

Some of the students’ poems have been 

published here for your appreciation.

In other learning areas, “Toys and 

Games” was the main theme of study that 

was integrated through most subjects. 

Students compared present day toys to 

those of their parents. They produced 

a timeline of toys then looked at games 

from around the world and planned 

Acrostic poems for Mother Yasoda

You love Krsna
After today we will miss you
Singing kirtans
How you loved the children
One lovely heart
Dancing gracefully
Always telling us about Krsna’s pastimes 
in a fun way

By the whole class: Years 1 & 2

You are good at singing
All the time you’re ready for us
So you would always care for us
How you loved everybody
One day you will come back
Dancing gracefully
And always singing kirtan
By Nandu (Y2)

You are the best
And you are beautiful
Surely you are loving
How come you are the only teacher that 
died
On the weekend I am going to miss you
Dancing is your favourite
And I miss you
By Nadia (Y1)

You can dance
Awesome at teaching
Singing gracefully
How much I love you
Over the whole country
Daisies are nice and so are you
After today I will miss you
By Lalita (Y1)

You were a good teacher
After this day I’ll miss you
Some days you were fun
How you loved Krishna
Oh! You loved Radha
Dancing with you is fun
And I hope you get a better life
By Atreya (Y2)

You love Radha
Amazing heart
Singing Krishna’s names
How you love us
One big heart
Dancing beautifully
After today we will miss you
By Lila (Y2)

You are beautiful
And dazzling
Singing the holy name
How you love us
One lovely soul
Dancing gracefully
Always I will miss you
By Kishori (Y2)

You love Balaram
Always going to love you
Singing kirtans
How you love us
One lovely soul
Dancing beautifully for Krishna
After today we will miss you
By Damayanti (Y2)

You love Radha
And dancing
Singing the holy name
How you loved us
One lovely soul
Dancing gracefully
Always we will miss you
By Bhava (Y2)

You love Krishna
A lovely Mother Yashoda
So you can go to the spiritual 
world
How you are going to the spiri-
tual world on a swan
One day you will come back
Dancing beautifully
After today I will miss you
By Gopal (Y2)

You are the best
Always telling us about Krishna’s
pastimes
Singing the best
How everyone loves you
One lovely heart
After today we will miss you
By Kirtida (Y1)

You love Krishna
After today we will miss you
Singing kirtans
How you loved the children
One lovely being
By Narayan  N (Y1)

You were a lovely person
All of us will miss you
Singing songs
How we miss you
One beautiful heart
Dancing lovingly
Always telling us stories of Krishna
By Kanay (Y1)

You love Krishna
Awesome
Singing very nicely
Helpful
OH
Dancing beautiful
After today Mother Yashoda, 
we will miss you
By Mallika (Y1)

You have a lovely heart
After a couple of days, we will miss you
She is a beautiful teacher
How I love you
Oh! Mother Yashoda we miss you
Dancing beautifully
After today we will miss you
By Bela (Y1)



K-2 Visual Art 
with Mother Gopapatni

Stage 1 Visual Art in first term focused 

on students learning about artists of the 

world such as Henri Matisse, Kandinksy, 

Bertha Morisot, and Amedeo Modigliani. 

Students had fun engaging with the 

works of these artists while creating 

their own inspired works with different 

medium on paper. 

Above:  Patting, stroking and feeding the 
wildlife at the Macadamia Castle.

Above:  Interacting with an ‘amusement space’ 
related to our classroom learning

Below:  Stringing pasta to make necklaces. 
he painting process also made fun artworks

and drew a map of an amusement park. 

Within this theme, they also learnt about 

the push and pull force used in toys and 

games and amazingly we started this 

science unit by brainstorming some 

of the pastimes of Krsna and Nimai, 

where pushing and pulling are involved. 

Students also experimented on the force 

of gravity and more.

We ended our Term with an excursion 

to see the layout of the theme park, 

Macadamia Castle, where some leisure 

activity and amusement take place. 

Beyond learning, it was a lot of fun!

Top 2:  Timeline of olden day and present day 
toys through students’ own family generation - 
by Kanay and Sapphyre. 

Third:  Venn Diagram comparing students’ toys 
with those of their parents - by Lila.

Above:  A map of imaginary amusement park 
- by Kishori



Year 3 & 4
Year 3 & 4 have had a very productive 

term with a good balance between 

spiritual and academic learning, physical 

education and creative experiences.

In Vaishnava studies and Values 

Education our focus was on Lord 

Caitanya and Compassion. We read 

many of His sweet childhood pastimes 

and integrated them into other subject 

areas. We discussed His nature and 

qualities of love and compassion for 

all, as well as why He appeared in this 

world as a devotee, to taste the moods 

of Sri Radha and show the path of 

awakening love of God. We looked at the 

ten essential teachings of Lord Caitanya 

focussing particularly on the importance 

of chanting the holy names.

The children prepared and presented 

wonderful oral presentations about 

Lord Caitanya, expressing what they had 

learnt in a very interesting and heartfelt 

manner. We also discussed and shared 

ways we can connect with Sri Krsna in 

our everyday lives.

The development of compassion and 

kindness was a key focus within our 

activities this term. Students undertook 

several compassion challenges where 

they tried to find opportunities to show 

kindness to others at home and school 

and then shared these with the class. It 

was wonderful to hear of their personal 

experiences.

In English the students engaged in 

Reading Mastery, Spelling Mastery and 

wrote some excellent narratives that 

were very entertaining. As part of this 

Right: 
Vaisnava 
Studies title 
page by 
Annabella 
(Y4)

they worked on developing their skills 

in writing descriptions, with a focus on 

describing the qualities of Lord Caitanya. 

They have also been learning how to 

write a persuasive text with a specific 

focus on language devices that help 

you write a convincing argument about 

a point of view. They will continue this 

topic early next term.

In Science, students have been learning 

about materials. They learnt about the 

differences between a solid, a liquid 

and a gas and experimented with what 

happens when certain substances 

are heated and cooled. The students 

also learnt about some natural and 

processed materials and how they are 

commonly used, depending on their 

physical properties. We also explored 

the changes that occur in the physical 

properties of everyday products when 

they are exposed to water, bent, twisted, 

folded stretched etc. 

In Drama the students learnt tableau 

and sculpture, making frozen pictures 

with their bodies and practiced miming 

skills. They also undertook activities to 

enhance their voices through speech 

exercises and voice projection and 

explored the use of improvisation to 

spontaneously become a character 

in role plays. This culminated in the 

students working in groups to perform 

puppet plays of Nimai’s pastimes. They 

Left: Shivani 
(Y3), Delilah (Y3), 
Haridas (Y4)
conducting 
a science 
experiment to 
measure the 
rate of fluid 
absorption on 
fabric



knowledge to assist them to learn and 

play beats, rhythms and songs on the 

recorder.

Lord Chaitanya is the 
Supreme Lord. He is 
so merciful and kind. 
He will spare anyone. 
He smells like sweet 
flowers and sounds 
like sweet music. He 
looks so so so beautiful 
that anyone who looks at Him will know 
straight away that he is the Supreme 
Lord. They will serve Him all the time and 
be his servant.

By Madhavendu (Y4)

made simple puppets and used their 

voices and puppets to represent various 

characters in their play. The puppet 

plays turned out wonderfully.

In Geography this term, Mother Kamalini 

taught the unit “Places are similar 

and different”. Students learnt about 

Australia, its states and capitals. They 

considered and discussed the features 

and characteristics of city life versus 

rural and remote living. They also 

looked at the reasons why settlements 

are made and the characteristics of work 

and people in different places. Some 

of Australia’s natural features were 

studied, such as the rainforests, deserts, 

mountains, rivers and lakes.

In Music (also taught by Mother Kamalini) 

students engaged in singing, movement 

and instrument playing of different 

styles of music. Students created their 

own rhythms and beats and performed 

them in front of the class with body 

percussion, voice and instruments. They 

learnt about music theory such as note 

duration, pitch, tempo and other basic 

aspects of theory. Students used this 

Puppet Play Scenes:

Baby Nimai Cries -
by Anjali (Y4), Shivani (Y3) and 
Vrinda (Y3)

Right:  
Nimai Eats 
Dirt - by 
Sujan (Y4), 
Vamana (Y4) 
and Haridas 
(Y4)

Below: Nimai and the Snake  - 
by Annabella (Y3), Saci (Y3)
and Varshana (Y3)

The Foolish Thieves -
by Madhavendu (Y4), Gopal 
(Y4), Naveen (Y4), Abhiram (Y3) 
and Jai (Y3)

Year 5 & 6
By Mother Mangala Gopi

Year 5/6 had a very busy Term 1. I am 

very proud of the lovely works that 

were completed and have a lot of it 

displayed in the classroom for parents 

to come and see.

Every morning begins with a kirtan.  

There is so much devotion in this 

class that hearing the chanting is an 

inspiration for the day.  In the last two 

days of Term 1, I added japa into the 

program.  The students enjoyed it so 

much that we will be doing japa daily 

beginning in Term 2.

During our English classes we expanded 

on our knowledge and practise of 

narrative and persuasive writing and I 

am pleased with the students’ steady 

progress so far.

Our science classes involved  some very 

captivating experiments with activating 

yeast, bread making and mould growing 

as well as watching the fascinating 

stages of fruit decomposing.

For geography we studied Asia.  Thanks 

to Google Maps we ‘visited’ many places 

in Asia up close.  Also we realised 

Above:  Reinacting Bhismadev dying on the 
battlefield

Below Left to Right:  Arctic Tundra Biome in cool colours by Toshan (Y5), Savana Biome in warm 
colours  by Isani (Y5) and Tropical Rainforest Biome in cool colours by Kishori (Y5)

how fortunate we are to have clean air, 

rubbish collection and a reliable health 

care system compared to some areas in 

Asia.

For drama we had a lot of fun doing 

individual and group skits.  The last 

day of drama for the term was serious 

though as each student presented 

individual devotional monologues that 

were emotional and impressive. 



Art is a joy of mine.  As a teacher, it 

was wonderful to see all of the students 

create such beautiful artworks.  They 

painted self portraits in a realistic style 

and as an extension of our Geography 

studies, rendered warm and cool 

coloured biome pictures with oil pastel 

medium.

Below:  Research project on mould, with 
excellent detail, by Ayodhya (Y5)

Above: Vrinda (Y6) playing mrdanga for our 
morning arati.

Portraits, top: Kenneth (Y5) above: Nimai R (Y6)

Right: 
Madhurika   
and Anna 
monitoring 
their 
rampant 
bread 
mould.

And on the last day of Term 1 we had a 

lovely swim in Manasi Ganga!  I had not 

been swimming in there since I was a 

child so it was a great experience for me 

and we all enjoyed it.

Happy holidays everyone!

lead in coordination as well as teaching 

Mathematics and Cooking, Madhavendra 

Puri Prabhu is serving as a Home Teacher 

for Years 9 and 10 and teaches Sastra and 

Biology. Leonardo Prabhu is our Home 

teacher for Years 7 and 8 and he also 

teaches Science and Music (along with 

Mother Mohini Murti) in Years 7, 8 and 

12. Venudhara Mataji delivers the English 

program in Years 9 to 12, Gopapatni 

Mataji teaches Ancient History, Art 

and Social Sciences and Govinda Caran 

Prabhu teaches Design and Technology 

in Years 7 and 8. Balaram prabhu takes 

care of the Sanskrit program and Social 

sciences in Year 7 and 8 and we have 

Ragalekha Mataji inspiring the entire high 

school in the areas of Physical Education, 

Health and Personal Development. Syama 

Sakhi Mataji teaches the English program 

in Years 7 and 8 as well as our Sastra 

classes across all levels and she is helping 

to further develop our Student Well-being 

program. Mother Krishna Prema is serving 

the well-being department as Chaplain, 

offering varying levels of support to suit 

individual students. Along with duties of 

principal I teach Business Studies in Years 

11 and 12.

Our collective focus in term 2 will be Lord 

Narasimha and the values associated 

with the principles of Truthfulness and 

Integrity. We look forward to welcoming 

our new coordinator and continuing to 

move forward with strength.

BSG HIGH SCHOOL

The first term of 2018 started in the 

High School with a strong focus on 

character development and what it 

looks like, feels like and sounds like to 

be a ‘good student’.

This is the first time the Gurukula 

has delivered the HSC course and all 

students and teachers are dedicated 

to this advanced stage of our school 

life. Students are working hard on their 

assignments and progressing well in 

their courses. In collaboration with 

the Southern Cross Distance Education 

Institute the school has broadened 

the range of subject choices available 

to students and we are pleased with 

the way student’s have adapted to the 

flexible delivery.

Although Prana Prabhu has stepped 

back from his duties as a High School 

Coordinator due to health issues, during 

his time at the school he contributed 

significantly to the development and 

implmentation of several new systems 

and structures which will enable our 

high school to operate more effectively 

and for our students to learn well.

We have an amazing team of devotees 

teaching at the High School who are 

also fulfilling some of the coordinating 

duties while the school is in the process 

of interviewing prospective candidates 

for the role. At the moment, we have 

Phalguna Krsna Prabhu taking the 

Below: The Year 3-6 students all really enjoyed 
their end of term swim in Manasi Ganga

by Vinod Bihari das, Principal



,

Years 9 & 10

This year has brought a fresh breeze 

into the Gurukula in the form of few 

new students who have come from far 

away both physically and culturally.

Some of the new students have chosen 

to come here specifically for the 

benefit of learning in an environment 

aligned with the values of Krishna 

Consciousness allowing all of us to 

see with fresh eyes what a significant 

opportunity this really is.

From the suburbs of Sydney to the 

fresh green of New Govardhan, one 

student describes her experience thus. 

‘…Getting into the Hare Krishna school 

was a dream to me; to get away from 

Western Sydney and the negativity 

the schools in that area had with it. 

Being used to a large public school 

environment, I thought I’d be judged 

and put down by my peers; but this 

wasn’t the case at all, in fact it was 

the opposite. I’m finally here at the 

school of my dreams! On the first day, I 

wasn’t sure what to expect…. Everyone 

was welcoming and happy to have me 

here…’

She elaborates, ‘At first, I had only a 

basic understanding of the cultural 

aspects of the school, and the religion. 

But, having the positive environment of 

kirtan, chanting japa, temple programs 

and upon reading several books; I 

consider myself a devotee and I haven’t 

ever felt a spiritual connection this 

strong in myself before. The passion 

and surroundings I have witnessed and 

experienced personally is so amazing and 

it brings a tear to my eye.  I can’t wait 

to travel the world with the new friends 

I have made and walk in the places Lord 

Krishna has, and I can’t wait to experience 

and immerse myself in the culture more.’

As a teacher I am enjoying the new 

student’s presence in the school bringing 

fresh perspectives and exemplifying the 

community’s capacity for inclusiveness 

and accessibility to a Krishna conscious 

education for all. We are blessed with a 

lovely cohort of students at the Gurukula. 

May the lord allow for the continued 

growth and progress of the Gurukula 

allowing future generations to benefit 

from such wonderful opportunities as can 

be had here today.   

DREAM SCHOOL
by Mother Gopapatni

With great pleasure and deep 

appreciation, we would like to thank 

very dear senior members of the 

Australian Vaisnava community, Jaya 

Sri devi dasi and Pratapana dasa for 

their support of Srila Prabhupada’s 

Gurukula at New Govardhana and their 

desire to see the school being equipped 

with all the necessary facilities to 

ensure a high standard of education in 

the senior school years.

As many are aware, extensive 

construction has begun to provide a 

significant expansion of the high school 

facilities, including: eight classrooms 

and study spaces; an art studio; science 

lab; a full size hard court outdoor 

basketball field; play areas; pathways; 

gardens and a new toilet block.

By expanding our facilities we will 

be able to suitably accommodate 

our growing student numbers and 

comfortably deliver the National 

curriculum as well as the wide range 

of subjects elected by students. In 

addition, the increased variety of spaces 

for sport, reflection, independent study 

and free time will assist the holistic 

development of students so that they 

not only flourish in their studies but 

have a conducive environment for 

Krishna consciousness to develop and 

express in their lives.

We are fortunate to have a great team of 

educators and community supporters 

with grand aspirations for the school 

and a real commitment to the hard work 

required to make it a reality. By the Lord’s 

grace, with each year we continue to 

observe the manifestation of something 

truly wonderful.

To assist with the construction of our high 

school facilities, Jayasri and Pratapana 

have decided to donate $100,000 towards 

the building project. They will also 

provide the school with a friendly loan to 

cover our required contribution towards 

the project.

On behalf of all the students, parents and 

staff, we would like to express our sincere 

thanks to Jayasri and Pratapana for their 

extremely generous support.

Heartfelt appreciation to Jayasri devi dasi and Pratapana das

Above: Pratapana das and Jayasri devi dasi



Initiation ceremony cont...
from front cover

words of encouragement and care.  

According to the standards introduced 

by Srila Prabhupada, the students 

took vows of chanting a minimum 

of 16 rounds of japa every day while 

also following the four principles of 

cleanliness, austerity, truthfulness, 

and compassion.

It was wonderful seeing such 

enormous heartfelt support from the 

community as the girls embarked on 

this important step in bringing them 

closer to Krishna.

Being three of the eight first historic 

Year 12 students in the school, and 

being the first students to receive 

Harinam initiation, we all feel happy 

and honoured to see their commitment 

to creating a well-balanced life where 

their spiritual aspirations are nurtured.

In addition, witnessing the support 

they have received from their friends 

who have helped them along the way 

to stay motivated and engaged is a 

true sign that the community of young 

devotees is growing in a spiritually 

healthy direction.

We wish them all the very best and 

with joy and confidence, look forward 

to seeing them grow and become 

established as inspiring young 

devotees.

SANSKRIT
Years 7-8
with Balarama Prabhu
This term the Year 7-8 students 

studied basic sanskrit vocabulary and a 

sloka from the Bhagavad-gita, Chapter 

9 Verse 26:

patram puspam phalam toyam

yo me bhaktya prayacchati

tad aham bhakty-upahrtam

asnami prayatatmanah

If one offers Me with love and devotion 

a leaf, a flower, fruit a water, I will 

accept it.

VISUAL ART 
Years 7-8
with Mother Gopapatni
Visual Art this term has offered Stage 

4 students the opportunity to create 

stencils for a collaborative graffiti 

banner created by the class. The banner 

hangs in the art room in pride of place 

and looks quite effective.

Students drew inspiration from 

Banksy’s  activist graffiti. They also 

created collages using images and 

words to create representations of 

themselves, or not, according to their 

desire to express themselves. 

VISUAL ART 
Years 9-10
with Mother Gopapatni
This term we discovered the influence 

of Japanese prints of the Edo period 

named Ukiyo-e from the late 1890’s 

Above:  Year 7-8 students decorated their 
classroom altar (built by Year 8 in Design 
Technology last year) with leaves and flowers 
- inspired by the Bhagavad-gita verse they 
studied in Sanskrit class.      Below:  Krsna-Priya 
experimenting with mixed media and process.

on Australian Print making as well as 

European artists such as Vincent van 

Gogh.

A very diverse collection of works 

was produced by the students, some 

very successfully. Students have also 

been working on mixed media works, 



COOKING
Years 9-10
with Phalguna Krsna Prabhu
Term 1 cooking was a great experience for 

the students to plan, organise and create 

amazingly sumptuous meals for the whole 

high school.

The students had to come up with a 

recipe, organise the ingredients and then 

prepare a meal for everyone to enjoy.

This term the students prepared the meals 

at the temple, allowing them to engage in 

temple service at the same time, as well as 

devotee association.

As a teacher I was so proud of how the 

students organised and participated with 

enthusiasm to create such a diverse menu. 

It has been the highlight of each week.

A big thanks to the temple for allowing 

us to use the kitchen facilities as well as 

to the Year 9-10 students for participating 

so nicely. 

Above:  Shakti mixed media - spray can print 
medium inspired by japonism
Right: Year 9-10  Visual Art 9-10 students 
working on an Uluru series

developing different ways with 

which they can express themselves. 

By repurposing materials they have  

explored innovative ways in which 

to use them to communicate their 

interests to the world. 

MODERN HISTORY
Years 9-10
with Mother Gopapatni
Year 9-10 students have engaged in 

modern history covering the periods 

from WWII through to the Cold 

War with attention to the impact 

of technological change on human 

society, women’s rights and the rights 

of the Indigenous peoples of Australia 

over the last 100 years as well as the 

impact of war on modern society. 

SCIENCE
Years 7-8 and Years 9-10
with Leonardo Prabhu

Both our Year 7-8 and Year 9-10  

Science classes started the year with 

a review of the method employed by 

scientists to pursue knowledge.

Students refelcted on the different 

sources of evidence and how having 

the testimony of bonafide authorities 

can help a rational and observing 

person avoid our four innate human 

limitations (imperfect senses, falling 

for illusions, tendency to make 

mistakes and cheating). Students 

also explored the mathematical 

relationship between forces and 

how simple machinces can help us 

work more intellignetly based on the 

equation work = effort x distance. 

By looking at different situations 

students learned how there’s no 

question of avoiding work, only 

managing the effort and time we put 

into it. Through further discussion 

students discovered this principal 

applies to other areas of life—school 

work included.

RELIGION DEPARTMENT
with Madhavendra Puri Prabhu and
Mother Syama Sakhi
It has been an inspiring term for our 

Religion Department at Bhaktivedanta 

Swami Gurukula High School.  One great 

addition, this term, has been Mother 

Syama Sakhi Mataji’s taking on a number 

of Sastra classes.  Syama Sakhi Mataji is 

committed to bringing the Hare Krishna 

philosophy to a young and contemporary 

audience.  Students were highly receptive 

to her re-entering their classroom in this 

new role.

BHAKTI SASTRI
Years 9-10
Students in the 9-10 Bhakti Sastri class 

have recently completed an extensive 

study of the Upadesamrta (Nectar of 

Instruction), by Rupa Goswami, which 

highlights key aspects of a beginner’s 

spiritual practice, and also includes a 

hierarchy of spiritual beings and places.  

This is all part of an ongoing textual 

analysis series, leading through various 

primary texts of the Bhakti Tradition.  

STUDIES OF RELIGION
Year11 and Year 12
The senior Studies of Religion classes have 

been learning many aspects of their own 

tradition and other prominent traditions 

in the world.  Year 11 Students have been 

focusing on the nature of belief, while the 

Year 12 Students have been investigating 

the relationship between religion and 

peace.



VISUAL ART 
Year 11
with Mother Gopapatni
Our Year 11 students had the 

opportunity of visiting the 

Mullumbimby studio of local artist 

Robyn Sweaney, along with other 

artists such as Emma Walker and Ana 

Hekemetua, a fibre artist specialising 

in basketry and sculpture. 

Students also had the opportunity to 

visit a branch of the Byron School of 

Art where they provided photographic 

inspiration, dressed in their beautiful 

Indian attire,  for artist Gudrun klix 

who was exhibiting her ceramic works 

at the time. 

The students are presently working 

on finding an object of obsession that 

inspires a potential body of work in a 

media of their choice. I am excited to 

see how their works will evolve. 

Right:  Students posing with artist, Robyn 
Sweaney in Mullumbimby

Above:  Year 11 works based on Robyn Sweaney’s  
urban dwellings

Above and top right:  Year 11 Visual Arts 
students absorbed in their works

ANCIENT HISTORY 
Year 11
with Mother Gopapatni
As the Gurukula grows we are able to 

offer Stage 6 students subjects such 

as Ancient History and Visual Art 

amongst many others. Ancient History 

students look through a window into 

the ancient world discovering the 

tools with which the modern world 

investigates and develops theories 

about the ancient past, so alluring in 

its mystery.

Students started the term with a 

peek at the history of archeological 

methods and how they have developed 

in the modern world. Students are 

presently developing a game board 

based on ancient Egypt and the topic 

of funerary rights.

Students created colorful and 

informative posters on ancient 

Egyptian gods that adorn the walls 

of our new Year 11 classroom. I look 

forward to another term of what has 

been a wonderful learning curve for 

all. 

CAFS
Year12, HSC
with Phalguna Krsna Prabhu
In Term 1 our HSC CAFS students 

undertook independent research into 

social issues of their choosing. Both 

Tulasi Manjari dasi and Rasa Mandali  

dasi bravely launched themselves 

into the community to collect original 

interview and survey data from wich 

they produced engaging analysis and 

reports. 

Tulasi Manjari dasi researched the effects 

of being in nature on human wellbeing. 

Rasa Mandali dasi researched the impact 

of social impact on young people. Both 

worked very hard with excellent results. 

Well done!

MATHEMATICS
Year12, HSC
with Phalguna Krsna Prabhu
I would acknowledge and congratulate 

Rasamandali DD and Premanjali DD for 

their amazing efforts in HSC Advanced 

Mathematics this term. The students 

have tackled difficult mathematical 

concepts such as application of calculus, 

differentiation, logarithms, trigonometry 

and much more, with persistence and 

enthusiasm.

We have completed our Mid-year test this 

term and will be working hard to prepare 

for the HSC trial exam and the final exam 

of their schooling, the HSC Advanced 

Mathematics Test.

I have worked with the students for the 

last 4 years and it has been an honour to 

spend such quality time with them. Now 

as they prepare to leave the school and 

enter into the world as independent young 

adults, I would like to take to opportunity 

to encourage the whole community to 

help support these students in any way 

possible to make this transition a smooth 

and memorable one. 



Reminders for Parents:
•	 All school fees are payable in advance prior 

to the start of each term. When paying 

online, please specify your surname and 

Parent ID in the  payment reference so we 

may identify your payment.

•	 Please note that any mobile phones are to 

be handed in by the students to the teacher 

each morning, so they can be locked up for 

security during the school day.

•	 We ask that you please notify the office asap 

of any changes to your contact details.

•	 If your child is late for school, please send 

an explanatory note with your child. If your 

child is sick or absent, please telephone the 

school and leave a message.

•	 Sports shoes must be worn for all physical 

activities.

•	 If your child is to be picked up after school by 

someone other than a parent, it is essential 

that you either telephone the school or 

provide a signed note to the office with the 

details.

•	 Please remember to send a drink bottle plus 

veggies or fruit for Crunch & Sip. (Pre K, K-2). 

Students without drink bottles tend to 

drink FAR less water.

•	 We encourage the involvement of all 

parents in the education of their children. 

If  you would like to engage in some seva or 

would like to meet with your child’s teacher, 

please contact the Gurukula office.

    For regular updates please visit
www. krishnaschool.nsw.edu.au  or fb: www.facebook.com/krishnaschool.australia

INSPIRATION   DEDICATION   REALISATION

30 Apr –  Term 2 begins
2 May - CIS Swimming (High School)
4 May - Gurukula Cross Country
11 May - Ekadasi
15-17 May - NAPLAN
18 May - NCIS Cross Country
25 May - Ekadasi
11 Jun - NO SCHOOL
12-14 May - Years 9-11 Mid Year Exams
25 May - Ekadasi
19-21 June - DIBELS
29 Jun - Student Free Day
4&5 July - Parent Teacher conferences
5 July - Last Day of Term 2

Term 2
Important Dates For Your Calendar

Above:  Gopal (Y4) and Madhavendu (Y4) 
sharing a good book between tasks.  
It has been wonderful to see how 
enthusiastically some students have taken 
up the NSW Premier’s Reading Challenge 
and how they are enjoying  discovering new 
authors as well as new genres.  Thank you to 
all of our parents who have jumped on board 
and are encouraging students from home.


